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Andrew P. Canova (1835 Ã¢â‚¬â€œ 1909) was a Florida settler and author of "Life and Adventures

in South Florida", which may be said to cover "Wild West of the South".He was a veteran of the

Third Seminole War.In Fall of 1858, he moved from Tampa Bay to Brevard County where he settled

on the Sebastian River. He lived in a palm thatch hut near the mouth of the river. He, along with Ed

Marr, hunted, fished and raised onions in a small garden. He started to cultivate citrus, but was

impatient and abandoned that project.Canova went to St. Augustine to enlist in the Confederate

Army in 1861.In 1885 he wrote Life and Adventures in South Florida, in which he lamented the

demise of wildlife in the Indian River area.It is left to Mr. Canova to pen-paint the scenes and

incidents of soldier-life and adventure during the Indian War and to describe those hardships which

the soldier experienced in morass and tangled scrub, or those pleasures he enjoyed in bivouac and

camp. Hunting adventures, too Ã¢â‚¬â€• and Indian life Ã¢â‚¬â€• those fascinating realities which

cover themselves with a halo of romance. The life of the early "settler" when the bear and panther

roamed the wilds of a then sparcely Inhabited State. These features are all touched with an

unpretentious but smoothly -gliding pen, and make enchanting reading for Floridians. Includes an

interesting account of a manatee hunting, of which the author writes: "I tasted manatee flesh, and

shall never forget it. The fattest, juciest Tennessee beef is by no means equal to it, and I very much

doubt if there is any anything in the animal kingdom, that is so entirely delicious." "...I did not go out

in the boat and consequently did not get the first sight of the monster, but they soon tugged him into

shallow water. A combination of ropes and pulleys was arranged, and he was dragged ashore, and

with his twelve hundred pounds, he was by no means easily managed. He was then placed in the

tank, which was six by ten feet, and kept until a sloop arrived, which carried the precious freight to

Key West. This was a male, and about a week afterward we caught a female. This was the only pair

' I know of ever having been captured."CONTENTS. PART FIRST. CHAPTER I. How the Last

Indian War Broke Out Ã¢â‚¬â€• My First Adventure CHAPTER II . Our First Capture of Indians

Ã¢â‚¬â€• An Ugly Customer CHAPTER III. A Disagreeable Journey, and an Encampment Among

the Alligators CHAPTER IV. Another Journey, and A New Adventure CHAPTER V. A Florida

Delicacy Ã¢â‚¬â€• Novel Method of Securing Game CHAPTER VI. A Man Tries Chicken-Hawk as

an Article of Food, "Without Success Ã¢â‚¬â€• We Reach the Everglades CHAPTER VII. A Journey

Across the Everglades, and a Promise of an Adventure CHAPTER VIII. We Emerge From the

Everglades and Have a Very Pleasant Time CHAPTER IX . Among the Ten Thousand Islands

CHAPTER X. A Seven Days' Scout Through the Big Cypress Ã¢â‚¬â€• Closing Scenes PART

SECOND. CHAPTER I. How Sponges are Gathered and Disposed of, at Key West CHAPTER II.



Catching the Manatee, or Sea-Cow, on the St. Lucie River CHAPTER III. Hunting Bee-Trees on the

Upper St. Johns Ã¢â‚¬â€• A Story and a Tragedy CHAPTER IV. In Which a Company of Soldiers

Get Very Short of Rations CHAPTER V. Description of the Green-Corn Dance, and Other Seminole

Customs CHAPTER V I. Ned Marr and Myself Try Our Fortunes on Indian River CHAPTER VII.

Introducing a Gentleman named "Alligator Ferguson" CHAPTER VIII. Some of the Curious and

Interesting Inhabitants of the Indian River Region CHAPTER IX. A Few Words About Phelps, the

King of Bear-Hunters CHAPTER X. Giving My Readers My Impressions of the Florida Keys

CHAPTER XI. A Short Description of the Tropical Fruits Which Find a Home in Florida CHAPTER

XII. In Which the Inevitable Finale is Given ; South Florida is Vindicated, and the Pen is Laid Aside
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